[An information survey on the automatic operation of intensive therapy units in Italy].
A fact finding study was carried out in 58 resuscitation centres and 78 intensive care units to evaluate the current application of computerised techniques in the monitoring and processing of various parameters relating to hospitalised patients. The enquiry revealed a marked interest in the use of computerised systems, particularly in the electrophysiological and haemodynamic field. Promising results were reported from some centres. Some adverse criticisms and points of discussion still exist. International and national experiences matured so far, however, while primarily directed towards scientific research and technological development, open up significant perspectives for the future, for the rational handling of the data collected, and the extension of current knowledge on matters of physiopathology, electrophysiology, and pharmacokinetics.